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Sept. 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Statement on the Helicopter Tragedy in Bosnia-Herzegovina
September 18, 1997

I am deeply saddened by the deaths in Bosnia
yesterday of five dedicated Americans serving
the cause of peace. David Kriskovich, Deputy
Commissioner of the International Police Task
Force (IPTF); Leah Melnick, Human Rights Of-
ficer with the Office of the High Representative;
Livio Beccaccio, Senior Adviser to Deputy Com-
missioner Kriskovich; Marvin Padgett, IPTF
Training Coordinator and Police Monitors; and
William Nesbitt, Bosnia Program Manager for
the Justice Department’s International Criminal
Investigative Training Assistance Program
(ICITAP), perished when a U.N. helicopter
crashed on its way from Sarajevo to Bugojno
and Brcko.

Also lost in this tragic accident were five Ger-
man citizens, including Ambassador Gerd Wag-

ner, Senior Deputy High Representative, as well
as a British and a Polish citizen.

These men and this woman were serving the
cause of peace and reconciliation, dedicated to
building under exceptionally difficult cir-
cumstances what was envisioned at Dayton al-
most 2 years ago. The selfless commitment of
such talented people is inspiring. We are deter-
mined to carry forward their vital work.

My heartfelt sympathy is extended to the
Kriskovich, Melnick, Beccaccio, Padgett, and
Nesbitt families as well as the families of their
colleagues. May they take comfort in the good
works of their loved ones, for as the Scripture
tells us, ‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called the children of God.’’

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Australia-United States
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation
September 18, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of Australia on Mutual Assistance in
Criminal Matters, signed at Washington on April
30, 1997, and a related exchange of diplomatic
notes signed the same date. I transmit also, for
the information of the Senate, the report of
the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. The Treaty should be
an effective tool to assist in the prosecution of
a wide variety of crimes, including drug traf-
ficking offenses, terrorism and other violent
crime, money laundering and other ‘‘white-col-
lar’’ crime. The Treaty is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: taking testi-

mony or statements of persons; providing docu-
ments, records, and other articles of evidence;
serving documents; locating or identifying per-
sons; transferring persons in custody for testi-
mony or other purposes; executing requests for
searches and seizures and for restitution; immo-
bilizing instrumentalities and proceeds of crime;
assisting in proceedings related to forfeiture or
confiscation; and rendering any other form of
assistance not prohibited by the laws of the Re-
quested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and related
exchange of notes, and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 18, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 19.
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